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FLIGHT OF ARMENTANS IX TEARAN;
AFMENTAN UNDERGROUND ROUTE T0 TEE USSR

Following the termiratioa of World Wer II, the USSR lawnched a vast |
propaganda scheme to attract Arweriacs residisg outside the USSR to return
to their homeland. Consequently, & large nunker of Ameniams did retn=a to
the USSR, irncluding 20,000 Iranian Arvezians from Arak, Jelfe, Faridan, apd
Eligudarz. However, wue reports of wunfavorabie treatzent by the Soviets
reached other Armenians in Iran, they hesitated to go o the USSR. These
reports left thousauds of Iranlan Armenians who had already ligeidated their
means of livelihood stracded, helpless, and in desperate conditicn in Tehran.

One person, Mlrza Nagi Khan Soradi, cwaer of g large tract of lazd inm
the vicinity of Pahlevi Avenue and the old Shemiran Road, gave theze Armeni-
ans, who now numbered 9,000, free of charge 100,000 square meters of land
situated in Behjatatad. Today, after U years, a small Armenian town which

closely resembles a Stone-Age settlement, has risen in the northers part of \
Tehran and i3 far worse than the slums which are located in the southers part i
of Tehran. :

This Armenlas seftlement is situaved 6 meters lowe: Lhan the serrounding k
terrain. The streels sre narrow, vinding, and zoafusing. Small loigings ) {
have leas than 50 square meters of floor cpase and consist of two or three
rooms, with each room being oucupled by five to eight perscns. Food and
other uecessities are s0ld in little shops and hovels. The main problem of
this settlement is water. Tke low elevation mekes it impossible to cemduct
water from the cibty casals, because 1t would flood the ares. Thus, the
Armenians sre obliged t0 carry their water from a distenze of 2 - 3 kilometers.

Until a couple of years ago, their water was supplied from the subterranean
canal which originated near the USSR Embassy. However, today, this cancl hes
been closed by the USSR Embasay.

These Avmenians are exposed z4 hours a Gay to Communist propagarda by
Soviet sgents and Tadeh Party members who incite them %o revolts ard riots.
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Jatil recently, Cominform sgents had succeeded in {ndu- 1og the clandestine ’ '._m
enipration to the USSR of scme of the theughtiess Armenians ilring 1a variovs -

parts of Irar., These Armenlaas were guided by w group of men in Tehran in
crossiug the frontler, eided by USSR off _cials,

The leaders of tkis 8ro=fp 1z Tehran were Mirza Mohsen; Haj Sheykh Mohsmmad,,
and Mohammad Hasan knajeh, a ostive of Khajeha and a well-iciown swuggler. ‘The
head.qua.rterﬂ, iocated 1z the western rart of Tehran, was equipped with 17 trucks ;
and had a large quantity of weapons and bleuk identificatior. rarde. This group,
in additior to 2epdirg Armenians to the USSR, engaged in sending groups of
leftists and Tudeh Farty wemters to the 3SR to study ezpionage and Commanist
propaganda te-nnigues.

Some tire 530, the Iraniso frortier ace military aulherities beceme avare
of thie group. When the geadarxerie offliers fn Kavhan recelved a rexort or
2 July that Mohammsd Hasan Khajeh wes headinz toward the torder with a cartload
of goods, they srrested him adear Ja'farakad, approximately b ¥ilometers frem
Kuchan. 4 search of his rerson ylelded a nuater of Papets, a eum of nash,
various docurents, and several letters of {atroda~cion. ¢

On the basis of thege documer:ts, four additioral Feérzone were arrested om
the following day. During the ensuing Liiestigation, these persoras wenfueszed
that tkey kad attempted to emigrare to the UBSR wizh 6 other j2 &, had left
Tehran ir sqcordacse with instructions received from & 138K Exta53y aenmter, and
were gulded by Haj Sheykh Mohammad a-d Moharmad Hasat Khaich, Taey alzo staked i
that they were iaformed that rothlng pronivited their leaving Iran for the WISR !
and that 100 Armeris:is were alloved to l:ave for Soviet Armzzia svery week, Oa
the followirg day, & Faiy, eroker group of elght men, nize vomer, and ging
children head ing for the Lorder were apprehended as they arrivel 1n ¥achan frem
Tehraa.

PFyrcher investigation revea’ed that & noaver of susperis 4 various parts
of Trau, esp::ially 1in Tehrav, were takisg part inm woving lraniat: Armeniars to i
the US3R. :
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